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TO OUR GUESTS:  WELCOME! 
 

May the God who led you here today refresh you with his grace 
and peace in Christ Jesus as you spend this hour with us.  We’re 
glad you’re here. 

 

Some helpful things to know 

 Let us know that you were here.  You’ll 

find a visitor’s card in the pew rack that you can fill 
out and either hand to an usher or drop in the 
offering plate. 
 

 Restless children?  Nursery care is available during the 

late Sunday morning services.  We also have a room where 
parents can tend to little ones while watching and listening to the 
service.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

 Large print bulletins and personal audio receivers 

are available at Sunday services for any who may find them 
helpful.  Don’t hesitate to ask an usher.    
 

 May you commune at Messiah?  Yes, if you’re a 

baptized communicant elsewhere and are able to respond with 
joyful confidence when Christ invites you to meet him in the 
sacrament here.  As he says of the bread, “This is my body,” and 
of the cup, “This is my blood”; and of both he says, “given and 
shed for you.” 
 

 Our communion procedures:  the sacrament is 

distributed at the head of the aisle. Come forward as the usher 
directs.  For receiving the wine, two cups are available, one to 
drink from and a second to dip the host in. Follow your 
preference.  If you choose not to commune but would like even 
so to receive a blessing, approach the pastor or assisting minister 
with your arms crossed. For a gluten-free host, quietly ask the 
pastor. 
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THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
DECEMBER 12, 8:30 & 11 AM 

 

The congregation is invited to participate at the places marked with bold type 
 

WE PREPARE FOR GOD’S GIFTS… 
 

Music and Quiet “People, Look East,” Wayne Wold 

Asking God’s Forgiveness 
Stand 

In the name of the Father, and the +  Son, and of the Holy Spirt. 
Amen. 

A voice cries in the wilderness, “Prepare the way of the Lord!  Make his 
paths straight!”  Brothers and sisters, let us confess our sin in the 
presence of God and of one another 
 

SILENCE IS KEPT FOR REFLECTION 

 

Gracious God, 

We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.  
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen 

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his 
sake, forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the 
Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the 
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.   

 

Opening Hymn “Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding!” #246 
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Greeting 
  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

Kyrie 
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GOD’S WORD 

Today’s Prayer 
 

Let us pray. Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open 
our ears to the preaching of John, that, rejoicing in your salvation, we 
may bring forth the fruits of repentance; through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Lighting an Advent Candle 
 

Today’s Advent Word:  Joy 
 

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. 
Your prophets spoke of a day when the desert would blossom 
and waters would break forth in the wilderness. 
Bless us as we light the candles on this wreath. 
Strengthen our hearts 
as we prepare for the coming of the Lord. 
May he give water to all who thirst, 
for he is our light and our salvation. 
Blessed be God forever. Amen. 

 
Response 
 

O come, blest Dayspring, come and cheer 
Our spirits by your advent here; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night 
And death’s dark shadows put to flight. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to you, O Israel. 
 

Sit 
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From the Old Testament Zephaniah 3:14-20 
14Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all 
your heart, O daughter Jerusalem! 15The LORD has taken away the 
judgments against you, he has turned away your enemies. The king of 
Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; you shall fear disaster no more. 16On 
that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: Do not fear, O Zion; do not let 
your hands grow weak. 17The LORD, your God, is in your midst, a warrior 
who gives victory; he will rejoice over you with gladness, he will renew 
you in his love; he will exult over you with loud singing 18as on a day of 
festival. I will remove disaster from you, so that you will not bear 
reproach for it. 19I will deal with all your oppressors at that time. And I 
will save the lame and gather the outcast, and I will change their shame 
into praise and renown in all the earth. 20At that time I will bring you 
home, at the time when I gather you; for I will make you renowned and 
praised among all the peoples of the earth, when I restore your fortunes 
before your eyes, says the LORD. 
 The Word of the Lord.   

Thanks be to God. 
  

From the Book of Isaiah 12:2-6 

Refrain sung by Cantor; Refrain sung by all 
 

 
 

Verses sung by Cantor; Refrain sung by all 
 

With joy will you draw water from the wells of salvation. And you will 
say in that day: “Give thanks to the Lord, call upon His name, make 
known His deeds among the peoples, proclaim that His name is 
exalted.” Refrain 
 

Sing praises to the Lord, for He has done gloriously; let this be made 
known in all the earth. Shout, and sing for joy, O inhabitants of Zion, for 
great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel. Refrain 
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From a New Testament letter Philippians 4:4-7 
4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your 

gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. 6Do not worry about 
anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving 
let your requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of God, which 
surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in 
Christ Jesus. 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
 

From one of the four Gospels Luke 3:7-18 

Gospel Acclamation  

 

 
 

The Holy Gospel is recorded in the 3rd  chapter of St. Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

7John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You 
brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear 
fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We 
have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these 
stones to raise up children to Abraham. 9Even now the ax is lying at the 
root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is 
cut down and thrown into the fire.” 
  10And the crowds asked him, “What then should we do?” 11In reply 
he said to them, “Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who 
has none; and whoever has food must do likewise.” 12Even tax collectors 
came to be baptized, and they asked him, “Teacher, what should we 
do?” 13He said to them, “Collect no more than the amount prescribed 
for you.” 14Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what should we do?” He 
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said to them, “Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false 
accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.” 
  15As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning 
in their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the 
Messiah, 16John answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you with 
water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy 
to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit 
and fire. 17His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor 
and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with 
unquenchable fire.” 
  18So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to 
the people. 

The Gospel of the Lord.  
 Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sit 

God’s Word for Today Pastor Burce 

Stand 

Hymn for Today “People, Look East,” #248 

Confessing our Faith 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through 
him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down 
from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate 
from the virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On 
the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He 
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is 
worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken through the prophets.  We 
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believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge 
one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection 
of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Offering our Prayers 

After each portion of the prayers: 
 

Stir up your power, O Lord. . .  
. . . And fill us with joy in your word. 

 

Sharing Christ’s peace 
The peace of the Lord be with you. 
And also with you.   

 
Greet those around you with these or similar words 

Sit 
 

Gathering Our Gifts “Rejoice Greatly, O Daughter of Zion,” 
Kenneth T. Kosche (8:30); “Once He Came in 

Blessing,” Wilbur Held (11:00) 
 

Stand 

The Gifts Are Presented “Come, Ye Thankful People 
Come,” #693, stanza 4 

 

Even so, Lord, quickly come 
To your final harvest home. 
Gather all your people in, 
Free from sorrow, free from sin, 
There, forever purified, 
In your garner to abide. 
Come, with all your angels, come, 
Raise the glorious harvest home! 

 
God of abundance, 
You have blessed us with these gifts. Grant us patience and hope as 
we commit them to your service for the care and redemption of all 
that you have made; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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CHRIST, OUR FOOD AND DRINK 
 

Preparing our hearts The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy. . .we praise your name and 
join their unending hymn:  

 

Prayer of Consecration 
 

Holy, mighty and merciful Lord. . .now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily 
bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save 
us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
Sit.   



11 

 

To learn how we distribute communion, see the inside front cover. 
 

Communion Hymns 

 

 
“O Bread of Life from Heaven”  #480 

“The King Shall Come” #260 

 
Stand 

Post Communion Prayer 
 

We thank you, gracious Father, for this foretaste of the age to come 
when hunger is no more, and every heart is filled with joy. Send us now 
in the strength of this promise to spend our days as signs of hope for all 
creation, and as agents of your life-giving love in Jesus Christ, our Lord.  
Amen. 
 

ON OUR WAY 

A Final Word and Promise 
Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit bless you now and 
forever. 
Amen. 
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A Hymn 
 

“Savior of the Nations, Come” (Hymn of the Month) #263 

A Mission 
  Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Music as we leave “Savior of the Nations, Come,”  
Paul Manz 

 
Advent Kyrie Text: Richard Claybaker; Music: John Eggert. Reprinted by permission of The Association of Lutheran Church Musicians.  

.Liturgy setting reproduced under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License SB131019SB131019;  “Come Sing, O Church, in Joy!” 
Text ©1989 Brian Dill. Used with permission with OneLicense #702571 
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SERVING TODAY 

Preaching Minister – Pr. Burce 
 

Presiding Minister – Pr. Bridger 
 

Assisting Ministers – Ron Coulter (8:30); Peggy Schauer (11:00) 
 

Lectors – Jared Waugaman (8:30); Cathy Zalac (11:00) 
 

Communion Assistants – Eric Anderson, Kate Durban, Priscilla Hinsch 
(8:30); Melissa Hollander, Nancie Smith, Bob Zalac (11:00) 

 
Acolytes – Gabrielle Bayness, Danielle Biddle (8:30);  

Tim Hollander, Eleanor Schauer (11:00) 
 

Organist – Connie Triplett 
 

Cantor (8:30) – Claire Connelly 
 

Messiah Choir (8:30) – Directed by Connie Triplett 
 

Deacons – Ray Durban, Raffee Johns (8:30);  
Terrie Leske, Mark Schauer (11:00) 

 
Greeters— Frank & Ellen Petak (8:30); 

Tom Chalfant (11:00) 
 

Ushers – Ken Novack, Greg Paton, Gregory Prohaska, Greg Prohaska 
(8:30); Jenna Cvijovic, Tom Cvijovic, Carolyn Flanagan, Larry Flanagan 

(11:00) 
 

Trustee – Mike Green 
 

Altar Guild – Allison Paton, Diane Paton, Laura Schwartz-Gaydos 
 

Nursery –Jennifer Helmink, Haley Tome (11:00) 
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IN OUR PRAYERS 

 The Church's witness to the joy of God's promises 
 

 All who suffer today from the evil that others do 
 

 The home-bound members of our congregation 
 

 People throughout the world who work to shelter the homeless and 
care for refugees 

 
 All who encounter Christ through a connection to our congregation 

and its ministries 
 

 The ill: Emerson Buskirk, Jodi Hoffman, Dottie Juergens, Joe and 
Bronywn Strelan (friends of Pr. Burce) 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS ARE GIVEN 
In memory of Fran & Jane Pieper by their family 

 

THIS WEEK’S COMMEMORATIONS 
 
December 20—KATHERINA VON BORA, d. 1552, the wife of Martin Luther.  
Raised in a convent, she took vows as nun but walked away from them 
at age 24 under the influence of Luther’s writings.  Shortly after she 
married the great Luther himself, and made a home that was noted for 
its warmth and hospitality.  The Luthers had six children. 

 

GOD’S WORD FOR NEXT WEEK 

Fourth Sunday in Advent 
Micah 5:2-5a, Luke 1:46b-55, Hebrews 10:5-10, Luke 1:39-45 

We encourage you to read the lessons as part of your preparation for 
divine services. 

  



15 

 

 

  



16 

 

Messiah Lutheran Church 

21485 Lorain Road, Fairview Park, OH 44126 
(440) 331-2405 

E-mail – church@messiahfp.org 

 

Messiah Lutheran School 
4401 W. 215th St., Fairview Park, OH  44126 

(440) 331-6553 
Email – school@messiahfp.org 

 
www.messiahfairview.org 

 

+  +  + 
 

Servants and Missionaries – All MLC members 
Senior Pastor– Jerome Burce 

Associate Pastor – Seth Bridger 
Youth Director – Peggy Schauer 

Interim Pastoral Assistant – Ruth Mortensen 
Music Director – Connie Triplett  

Messiah School Principal – Helen Casselberry  
Administrator – Darlene Waugh 

Pierstorf Memorial Fund Director – Martin Uhle 
 

+  +  + 
 
 
 

 
 

To the glory of God, through the strength of the Spirit. 
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